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BOOK   general difficulties brought about by the Venezuelan manifesto
XL   , during the irreparable days of the next fortnight before the
Raid.

Our age nearly forty years after forgets the momentary black-
ness of that passing cloud. On our side there was desperate talk
of Sikhs and Ghurkas for British Guiana as well as of wider
aspects of defence. On the other side, Theodore Roosevelt wrote
to Henry Cabot Lodge, "Our peace-at-any-price-mon, if they
only knew it, are rendering war likely, because they will encour-
age England to persist; in the long run this means a fight. Person-
ally I rather hope the fight will come soon. The clamour of the
peace faction has convinced me that this country needs a war,"l
Let no one dream that the emotions of what is called Imperialism
were confined to Britain.

The Cleveland ultimatum, though met with steady calm news
and judgment by the British people as a whole, exposed the com-
plete nakedness of Britain's isolation in the world. The Sultan
was encouraged to kill more Armenians; the German Kmperor
exhilarated; President Kruger edified before Providence. The
Uitlanders were weakened and divided by the possible jeopardy
of Britain's own position and by those amongst them whoso
natural feelings were predominantly pro-American or pro-
German. The original dream of revolution was ruined by the
disappearance of confident impulse.
For some days the Colonial Secretary is intent on securing
from his department a thorough statement of the Guiana case.
But far more than ever does he feel the need for an effort to bring
about something like a "world settlement", as it would now be
called.
On the appropriate date of Christmas Eve, he wrote to Hat-
field an epistle which must be called romantic and emotional.
We note it here because it was the last of its kind. In New Eng-
land as in Old England there was a movement of humanitarian
and religious protest against the Armenian massacres. He asked
the Prime Minister whether a strong appeal based on recent
reports of the horrors might not bring about joint naval action
1 Correspondence of Theodore Roosevelt and Henry Cabot Lodge, vol. i. pp. 204-205,